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church, “Palomares is disap- 
pearing, like a lot of other 
places.” 

Contrary to the Mayor’s 
assurances that the town was 
about to get- its first resi- 
dent priest in years, Father 
Alascio said, “Palomares will 
never have a priest of its 
own. There are not enough 
priests, for few young men 
feel ‘the calling.” 

He said Palomares would 
have to depend on Cuevas 
for it8 spiritual needs just as 
it depends on Cuevas for its 
bread; 

,._ At End of a Side Road 
iurn PaIoniares is at the end of 
a narrow winding side road, 
five miles from a main high- 
way. Only the main street is 
paved, and down lthe rutted 
side roads, the low white- 
w&she; houses sprawl toward 

Thei is a good but not 
very accessible beach and if 
a projected road is built along 
the coast, Palomares may 
share -someday in Spain’s 
tourist boom. Right now, for 
excitement, a truck pulls up 
in the center every now and 
then and all the women gath- 
er to buy clothes and shoes. 

The hall that used toabow 

men gather after work and 
talk about the weather or the 
crops. 

They will talk about the 
bomb only when prodded. 
Some say a lot of animals 
and people got sick and one 
man cited the case of a 
woman who suddenly dropped 
dead while walking a few 
months ago. - 

“Because of the bombs?” 
he was asked. 

The answer was a shrug 
and a ‘!Qui& sabe?” 

Whatever bad luck PaIo- 
mares has had in recent years 
is linked in a vague and un- 
comprehending way to the 
bombs. A year after they 
fell, the area suffered one of 
its rare frosts, which dam- 
aged the tomato crop. Three 
years ago, the orange trees 
died, but it was found that 
the ground water had become 
saline. Now the water has 
improved and the oranges, 
which grow ,in abundance 
just a mile or so back of 
Palomares, may return. 

Francisco, Alarcdn lost 
most of his students in the 
first moments of -panic and 
has cIaimed damages since 
for h’aving had to close his 
school. Two engines of the 
B-52 fell some 60 yards from 
Mr. Alarcbn’s house. Since 
then, he has suffered skin 
eruptions, he says. 

“Because of the bombs?’ 
he was asked. 

The’ other concrete remind- 
er of what happened here are 
two small structures that 
look like bird houses until 
one notices e. metal rod stick- 
ing out of one side and hears 
a whirring sound. 

Another shrug. “Perhaps 
from the fright,” he said. 

Mr. Alarcon is still waiting 
for his money. The embassy 
in Madrid says that of 644 
claims received, 535 were 
settled for shght.Iy over 
$727,000. Ninety-eight claims 
w,ere rejected, four are still 
being disputed and seven dis- 
posed of in an undisclosed 
manner. . 
i A more peimairent contri- . _ ___. _ 

They are measuring any 
possible radioactivity in the- 
air. Together with water and 
earth samples,. the findings 
are studied in Madrid in the 
office of the National Atomic 
Energy Board. 

Dr. Eduardo Ramos, the 
board’s chief physician,called 
the operation “just routjne.“~ 
He said the counters had 
been set up for an indefinite 
period but that there was 
really nothing to worry about. 

U.S. ‘Treated Us Badly’ ,, “Have you tried the toma- 
toes?’ he asked. “They’ra the 
best there are.” 

puuon to the well-being of 
There is still some rancor , Palomares is a desalting plant 

evident against the Ameri- . ,. _ ._ 
cans, not so much because 
they dropped the bombs .but. ., 
,&cause in the subsequent 
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finaacial settlement for dam- 
ages, “‘they treated us badly.” 

This was stated by an eld- 
erly retired schoolmaster who 
insisted that his name be 
printed despite warnings from 
friends that he could wind up 
in prison. 

now going into full, operation 
to make up for a chronic 
shortage of potable water. A 
gift from the United States, 
the plant will furnish drinking 
water to Palomares and a 
large area around it, which 
up to now has-had to import 
rrste; along wrth prrests and 

movies twice a week nas + 
closed,. but in compensation, 
televnkon antennas sprout 
from almost every roof. RP , 
cently. the town got its first 
telephone, a red one, which 
sits behind the bar of one 
tf the ‘four cafes whelk- ‘tire” 
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PALOMAR&, Spain, Ott; 25’ 
-The tomato crap here ‘is- 
doing well this year and as 
tomatoes go .so goes Paloma- 
res. Almost seven years after 
this obscure and unkempt 
Andalusian town became 
unwillingly famous when four 
American hydrogen bombs 

r were dropped on or around 
Lit, almost everyone agrees 
that 4’everything is normal- 

.nwm or less.” ” 
Like most. other Spanish 

&n 
?Ja 

communities, Palo- 

$YJ& 
s its: troubles, most- 
youth6 who do not 
stay. But those who 

have remained have tine on 
be- Jii~~uch as thevldid ,.__~~ - ..~.” -~~~ - 

R. 17, 1966, when an ’ 
Ameri&n B-52 bomber jetti- 
soned its bombs after collid- 
$g in midair with a refueling * 

.blane: -,’ . : 

W- ‘It is almost forgotten,” or 
“It is part of history” are two 
stock answers a visitor-gets 
when he asks townspeorrle 
about the event. They st 
reluctant to talk a.ut it :Of 

jD~alist.. APparently they 
fear’official disapproval. 

1 Mayor Objec& to ‘Lies’ ’ 
30~5 Manuel GonzMez, 

Mawx for. tihir last 14.~8 at% 
woitld’like to ‘finish On& and ’ 
for all with what he calls the 
‘pies’*‘about p&mates..’ ‘.>I. 5 

‘whyctw3eaftsoIneAmeri. 1 
canfiimakef4nin 
her@” he asked “A 
a h&l, for e&nplt. ,-. __ 

. . .._I I problems. ‘Romb or no b&inb. 
!’ Wma.n3 has experienced 

The &.& 6~.vmw.ntct 1 
Mayor .also happens _ iJtFOiihi I 

. )hs fate of all 

. qa exodus_ to%Erzp2~i 
one of the town’s bigge- k monev can be earned. -: 
mato patches; Right nnv It may be to a. hotel in: 
tomatoes &IV ready . dome nearby resort or, fur-4 
ing. Fingering them fher~ afield, to Madrid or Brir.i . 
Mr. Gon-&& Mi& (ypkpy~~ - c&ma or even abroad. Mayon 
tomatoes in the worl dlez and others are :a! 
am shipped *x0 all ET 
Spain iipd aJ$oad anii-iiiiii8ii.i 

vague about the. town’s 
pdpulation--” about a’ thou-~ 

ttlte tdJe ‘town’s sand” is the most current; 
#.- ;i I;: ..:::. 

~~-j@&f&~a fblr; .pea 
~~p~-J%flcked’ aild -)c2t; hl a 
1 .hurry. They were not very ; 
:;smant,” remarked a laborer 
.sas he pruned a flourishing 
?jemon tree. ‘They ran off to , 

. . . Barcelona, then they came 
‘back complaining that Bar- 
-celona was more polluted 
it&y Palomar-es could ever, I? ,‘T .. .: 
f On the’ whole; however, 
rPalomares has lost popula- 

+ion. For the Rev. 30~5; 
*@lascio Herrero, the young 
!Roman Catholic prrest, who 
zcomes from nearby Cuevas 
to hold Sunday mass in the 

ztown:s , tlny weatherbeaten 
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